MYSORE

"As the stmggle becomes wider and more earnest and more
real, imprisonment is bound to be, as past experience teaches,
increasingly hard to bear. Death for a brave and strong-
willed man will, then, be a welcome relief.^

Reference has already been made in these columns
about the Mysore Govempient^s repressive measures
against the State Congress. Now comes the news of a
worse tragedy in the shape of a police charge at Bhadra-
vati resulting in three deaths, including a child three
years old, from firing by the police on an unarmed crowd.
I do not wish to enter into the details. According to the
Congress version, the whole tragedy arose out of a peace-
ful labour demonstration. There is a suggestion on the
Government side that the firing had to be resorted to,
because the crowd bad attacked the police station in Bhad-
ravatL The President of the Congress denies the charge
and demands an inquiry. It will be worthless, unless it
is admittedly impartial. If the crowd had attacked the
police station, what was the cause ? If the crowd was
non-violent, was the firing a mere wanton awe-inspiring
process ? In either case, the people must learn the art of
being killed, and if they are non-violent, without any
reason therefor save for their love of liberty. It is a duty^
then^ to face death as cheerfully as we face imprisonm'ent.
Indeed, I do nob know that such a swift ending is not more
welcome than the prolonged agony that jail life some-
times becomes. As the struggle becomes wider and
more earnest and more real^ imprisonment is bound
to be, as past experience teaches, increasingly hard to
bear. Death for a brave and strong-willed m,an "will,
then, be a -welcome relief.